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TO THE STUDENTS

secrets. They are expected to be in personal touch with every
public activity including the student mind. They have at their
disposal the whole of the Congress machinery which, as the
interpreter of the popular will, is surely more than the law, the
police and the military. Those who have not that machinery to
back them are spent "bullets. For those Ministers who have the
Congress at their back, the law, the police and the military
may be said to be a useless appendage. And the Congress is
nothing if it is not an embodiment of discipline. Therefore with
the Congress in power there should be voluntary, not forced,
discipline everywhere.

Harijan, 2-10-1937

105
TO   TRAVANCORE   STUDENTS*

I have two letters from schoolmasters, besides others from
laymen, complaining of students* rowdyism in Travancore. The
Principal of C.M.S. College, Kottayam, says that the students
blocked the passage of those who wanted to attend the classes.
They twice turned away girls who did not listen to them. They
rushed at the classes and made noises, making classes 'im-
possible.

This violent participation by students in a struggle which
its authors claim to be absolutely non-violent, makes progress
difficult, if not impossible. So far as I know, the leaders of
the movement do not want the students, even if they wish to
participate, to depart in any way from the non-violent way.
Obstruction, rowdyism and the like are naked violence. I am
credited with influence over students. If I have any, I would
ask them to observe non-violence in thought, word and deed,
If, however, the forces of violence cannot be controlled by those,
who are in charge of the movement, it may be a question for
them whether in the interest of the movement itself it is not
wise to suspend civil disobedience.

I must not presume to lay down the law from this distance,
but j[ do feel from the evidence before me that the leaders would

* Statement issued by Gandhlji to the Press from Madras on 17-10-'38.